The use of a wound protector to prevent port site recurrence may not be totally logical.
The wound protector has been used widely to prevent port site metastases (PSM). Although port site metastases ties in with poor survival, it is not because of PSM itself, but rather because PSM is a sign of more widespread metastatic disease. Whilst being touted as a method of preventing PSM, it fails to address the bigger issue of preventing intra-abdominal recurrence. Proper surgical technique in tumour handling following rigorous oncological principles, and not just putting in a wound protector is the key to good surgery with low recurrences and excellent survival rates.